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O

HOCHSCHULE | PROMOTIONSZENTRUM
COBURG Analytics4Hsalth

Doctoral Regulations
of the Doctoral Centre Analytics4Health
at Coburg University of Applied Sciences and Arts
(PromO)

dated 19 December 2024

Based on Article 97 (1) sentences 3 and 6 in conjunction with Article 9 of the Bavarian Higher Education
Innovation Act (BayHIG) dated 5 August 2022 (law gazette (Gesetz und Verordnungsblatt, GVBI) p. 414,
BayRS 2210-1-3-WK (reference number within the collection of Bavarian law, Bayerische Rechtssammlung))
amended by Section 3 of the Act dated 23 December 2022 (GVBI. p. 709) and Section 2 of the Act dated 24
July 2023 (GVBI. p. 455), Coburg University of Applied Sciences and Arts passes the following regulations:

Part 1: General provisions

Section 1 Scope and application of the right to award doctorates

(1) TCoburg University of Applied Sciences and Arts (Coburg University) has established the right to
award doctorates in the transdisciplinary and interdisciplinary area of applied bioanalytics,
health care and data science at an institutional level by establishing the doctoral centre “Analyt-
ics4Health” (Doctoral Centre).

“The Doctoral Centre exercises the right to award doctorates pursuant to the provisions stipu-
lated in these regulations.

(2) TAccording to the provisions stipulated in these doctoral regulations, Coburg University awards
the academic degree of

e Doktorin der Naturwissenschaften or Doktor der Naturwissenschaften (Dr. rer. nat.) or
e Doktorin der Ingenieurwissenschaften or Doktor der Ingenieurwissenschaften (Dr.-Ing.)

provided candidates successfully complete the doctoral procedure. ?In the case of interdiscipli-
nary or transdisciplinary research topics, the doctoral affairs committee decides which degree
to award depending on the main focus of the doctoral thesis.

Section 2 Purpose and form of doctoral studies

©) "Doctoral studies serve to prove the candidate’s ability to conduct in-depth academic work in a
specified subject or research focal area. 2A doctorate is an independent academic achievement
that makes a significant contribution to furthering knowledge in the chosen field of research
compared to the current state of the art. *The doctoral achievements consist of an academic
monograph (doctoral thesis) and an oral examination in the form of a Disputation (oral doctoral
examination) and prove the candidate’s ability to conduct independent academic work.
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(2) "The doctoral studies involve an obligatory qualification programme. ?Participation in this pro-
gramme is one of the prerequisites to being admitted to the doctoral procedure pursuant to Sec-
tions 10and 11.

(3) A doctorate should not take more than five years to complete. 2Admission to doctoral studies is
valid for 5 years and can be extended upon application at the latest 3 months before the deadline
expires.

Section 3 Responsibilities and organisation

©) The parties involved in the doctoral procedure are the doctoral affairs committee pursuant to
Section 4, the supervisors pursuant to Section 10 and the examinations committee pursuant to
Section 14.

(2) A separate examinations committee is convened for each doctoral procedure. ?Decisions in the

doctoral procedure are taken by the doctoral affairs committee and the examinations committee.

(3) Professors appointed as supervisors pursuant to Section 10 are responsible for the subject-re-
lated aspects of the doctoral procedure.

Section 4 Doctoral affairs committee (Promotionsausschuss)

©) 'The doctoral affairs committee consists of one chairperson and three other members as well as
one doctoral candidates’ representative from the Doctoral Centre. °The head of the Doctoral Cen-
tre is appointed as the chairperson. 3The other members must be professors from the “Analyt-
ics4Health” Doctoral Centre. #In the case of decisions that only apply to individual examination
achievements, members who have not completed a doctorate only have an advisory role.

(2) The members are appointed by the head of the Doctoral Centre for a term of office of three years.

(3) The doctoral affairs committee takes decisions regarding all formal procedural mat-
ters, in particular
1. Admission of the doctoral candidate pursuant to Section 8
2. Appointment of supervisors pursuant to Section 10
3. Initiation of the doctoral procedure pursuant to Section 13
4. Convening of the examinations committee pursuant to Section 14
5. Completion of the doctorate pursuant to Section 26.

(4) The doctoral affairs committee may determine additional provisions tailored to the specific sub-
ject area concerning the qualifications and requirements for admission as a doctoral candidate
as well as any additional credit certificates (Leistungsnachweis) required.

(5) "Meetings of the doctoral affairs committee are held in person. ?The doctoral affairs committee
has a quorum when at least half of the voting members who are ordinarily summoned and enti-

tled to vote attend in addition to the chairperson. 3Decisions are taken on a simple majority of
votes cast. If it comes to a tie of votes, the vote of the chairperson is decisive.
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(6) Meetings of the doctoral affairs committee are called by the chairperson and are not open to the
public.
(7) 'In exceptional cases, the doctoral affairs committee may pass resolutions outside of meetings,

either via video or telephone conferences or via a circulation procedure. A quorum is then consid-
ered to have been met even without a proper summons if members entitled to vote participate via
video or telephone conferences or via a circulation procedure and do not expressly object to us-
ing this procedure instead of an in-person meeting.

Section 5 Requirements for the doctorate

(1) In order to obtain a doctorate, candidates must
1. meet the required qualifications pursuant to Sections 6 and 7

2. have completed the qualification programme run by the Doctoral Centre “Analytics4Health”
(Appendix 1)

3. complete an individual academic piece of work (doctoral thesis pursuant to Section 9) prov-
ing the candidate’s ability to carry out independent academic work and present results clearly

4. prove sound knowledge of the subject area covered by the doctoral thesis in an oral examina-
tion (Disputation)

5. merit bearing a doctoral title pursuant to statutory provisions, i.e. not have been convicted of
any academic fraud or similar crime that would make the candidate undeserving of bearing
such a title

6. not already have been awarded the pursued doctorate

7. not have failed an earlier doctoral procedure for the same doctorate at the final attempt at
either Coburg University or another university.

(2) The doctorate may not be awarded if the doctoral candidate uses the services of a commercial
broker or adviser for doctorates; the candidate must confirm that this is not the case by submit-
ting the declaration pursuant to Appendix 3.

Section 6 Admission on the basis of a university degree obtained in Germany

The required previous education is possessed by anyone who has passed a Master's examination with
an above-average performance after a course of study or can prove a comparable qualification. 2Above-
average performance is deemed to exist if the final examination was passed with an overall grade of bet-
ter than 2.5 or at least with the grade “good pass”. 3In exceptional cases, above-average performance
may also be demonstrated by outstanding academic achievements that were achieved after completion
of the degree program; the doctoral committee shall decide on this. “The doctoral committee is also re-
sponsible for deciding whether a qualification comparable to a Master's examination exists or whether
conditions are imposed in order to achieve the required prior education, and may also conduct aptitude
interviews. It should be possible for the doctoral candidate to fulfill the conditions within one year.
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Section 7

(1)

Section

(1)

(2)

Admission on the basis of a degree obtained abroad

'Degrees obtained at a foreign university are recognised upon application if they are equivalent to
one of the examinations stated in Section 6 (1). ?The doctoral affairs committee is responsible for
deciding whether a degree can be considered equivalent. The equivalence agreements approved
by the Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs (Kultusminister-
konferenz) and the German Rectors' Conference (HRK) must be taken into consideration. 4If the
doctoral affairs committee is unable to determine equivalence pursuant to these documents, the
Central Office for Foreign Education (Zentralstelle fiir ausldndisches Bildungswesen) at the Stand-
ing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs must be consulted and their
opinion sought on the question of equivalence. Their opinion must be taken into account and jus-
tification given for any decision that goes against their recommendations.

'The doctoral affairs committee will also decide whether a candidate has obtained above-average
achievements in accordance with Section 6 (2). ?2In order to determine whether the final examina-
tion for an international degree meets the requirement of being above average, the result of the
international final examination is converted into a grade according to the German grading system
pursuant to the currently valid version of the Vereinbarung (ber die Festsetzung der Gesamtnote
bei auslandischen Hochschulzugangszeugnissen (agreement on determining the overall grade for
international university entrance examinations (passed by the Standing Conference of the Minis-
ters of Education and Cultural Affairs on 14/15 March 1991)).

8 Admission as doctoral candidate and membership of Doctoral Centre

Candidates must apply to the doctoral affairs committee for admission as a doctoral candidate
and entry in the list of doctoral candidates.

The following documents must be submitted with the application:

1. Copies of all academic records and certificates for the completed academic degree pursuant
to Section 6 or 7; a certified translation into German must be supplied for all certificates in
non-German or non-English language; it is possible to submit electronic copies provided they
have a verification code.

2. Anoverview of education and professional experience to date.
3. Copy of ID card or passport.

4. If so required by the doctoral affairs committee, a current certificate of conduct issued for the
purpose of completing a doctorate.

5. Adetailed outline (Exposé) in text form for the doctoral research to be conducted inde-
pendently by the doctoral candidate. The outline ought to include the following: proposed
topic, current state of research in the field, aims and contribution of the work, description of
procedure and proposed methods, a resource and time schedule agreed with the supervisor

6. Signed confirmation of first and second supervision in the form of a doctoral agreement pur-
suant to Appendix 2.

7. Declaration of whether the doctoral thesis is to be written in German or English.

8. Declaration of whether the candidate has applied for admission as a doctoral candidate at
another university, and if so with which outcome, or if a similar qualification assessment pro-
cess (Eignungsfeststellungsverfahren) or doctoral procedure has been failed at the final at-
tempt at another university.
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(3)

"The doctoral affairs committee decides on whether or not to grant admission as a doctoral can-

didate. 2Admission may be refused, provided reasons are given for the decision. 3In particular, the

application must be rejected if any of the following apply:

1. The provision of adequate subject supervision for the doctoral thesis or of the required re-
sources cannot be guaranteed or

2. Coburg University is not entitled to award doctorates independently for the subject covered
by the proposed topic of the doctorate.

Candidates are not guaranteed the right to participate in a qualification assessment process (Eig-
nungsfeststellungsverfahren) or be admitted to a doctoral procedure. The doctoral affairs com-
mittee informs the applicant of their decision in an official notification.

'The doctoral affairs committee may make admission subject to conditions and a deadline for their
completion. These conditions must be completed before the doctoral procedure is initiated (submis-
sion of doctoral thesis) and must take no longer than one year to complete. °The conditions are
aimed at ensuring that the doctoral candidate is able to conduct academic work in the area covered
by the doctorate. 3The conditions may relate in particular to proving successful participation in
courses and in taking specific examinations.

'If the subject area of the doctoral thesis does not correspond to the completed university degree,
the candidate may be required to sit an additional examination. 2The doctoral affairs committee de-
termines the content and scope of the additional examination in each individual instance (qualifica-
tion assessment process (Eignungsfeststellungsverfahren)). 3The requirement to complete an addi-
tional examination may be waived if the candidate’s degree together with additional relevant scien-
tific knowledge and skills obtained in the meantime may be deemed sufficient qualification for the
planned doctorate. *The decision lies with the doctoral affairs committee.

If the doctoral affairs committee agrees to the application for admission, the supervision, assess-
ment and later conducting of the procedure pursuant to these doctoral regulations must be guaran-
teed.

1Upon entry in the doctoral list, the doctoral candidates become members of the Doctoral Centre and
members of Coburg University. 20Once the doctorate is completed, doctoral candidates are removed
from the list, and their membership of the Doctoral Centre ends as a result.

1If a doctoral candidate chooses to discontinue their doctoral research project, they may end the su-
pervision relationship at any time. 2The supervision relationship can also be ended at any time by
mutual agreement. 3The supervisor can only rescind the doctoral agreement unilaterally if there are
justified scientific reasons for doing so or if the relationship of trust has been irrevocably damaged.
*In order for this to be the case, an unsuccessful feedback meeting must have been held, and concili-
ation proceedings involving the ombudsperson for science from Coburg University must have failed.
After hearing the supervisor and the doctoral candidate, the head of the Doctoral Centre declares the
termination of the supervision relationship. °In this case, the Doctoral Centre must offer the doctoral
candidate an alternative supervisory relationship appropriate to the subject, unless the doctoral can-
didate has forfeited their right to the continuation of the doctoral procedure due to their conduct.
®The Doctoral Centre assesses whether this is the case and the President informs the doctoral can-
didate of the decision.

Section 9 Doctoral thesis

(1)

The doctoral thesis consists of a monograph or papers published in a scientific context (cumulative
doctoral thesis).
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(2)

(3

Irrespective of its form, the doctoral thesis must demonstrate the doctoral candidate’s ability to con-
duct in-depth scientific work pursuant to Section 2 (1).

!In the case of a cumulative dissertation, the scientific problem, the applied approach to finding a
solution, the findings and the conclusions and the relevant literature must be portrayed in such a way
that it is clear how the work relates to and fits in overall with other works in the relevant scientific
context and what value the work has going beyond the publications used for it. 2In consultation with
the steering committee, the doctoral affairs committee agrees on guidelines stipulating the scope of
the textual part and the number, type, requirements, peer review and weighting of the publications
and ensuring in the case of joint publications that the individual contributions of the doctoral candi-
date are clear and that co-authors have provided the relevant confirmation. 3In these guidelines, the
Doctoral Centre stipulates that at least three accepted publications in which the doctoral candidate
has taken a leading role must be included, provided the legal positions concerning copyright are
complied with. “The papers accepted for publication and published in print or electronic journals
must be attached to the doctoral thesis as an appendix.

The doctoral thesis must be written in either German or English.

The doctoral thesis must be an original and independent piece of work. 2t must include a summary
of the content and a complete bibliography listing all literature and other sources of information
used.

IPre-publications that are part of a doctoral thesis must be cited as such. 2Doctoral candidates must
not submit their own work that has already been used for examination purposes as a doctoral thesis;
findings from this work may be used in the doctoral thesis, but the works must be marked accord-
ingly in the text and in the bibliography.

Section 10 Appointment of supervisor

(1)

1As arule, doctoral theses are written under the supervision of two members of the Doctoral Cen-
tre who are professors. 2The main supervisor must be a member of the Doctoral Centre and have
sufficient experience in supervising doctoral research projects.

In justified cases, it is also possible for the following groups of people to be appointed as secondary

supervisors:

1. Professors from another subject area or another university of applied sciences, provided they
have completed a doctorate and can provide proof that they have the necessary academic
qualifications;

2. Professors from a research university (Universitdt) who have completed a doctorate;

3. Professors who are involved in further responsibilities and tasks related to the research and
who are not members of the Doctoral Centre, for example mentors or project partners.

When appointing a supervisor, care must be taken to ensure that the supervisor has enough time
at their disposal to supervise the doctoral thesis from the beginning until its expected conclusion.

If a supervisor leaves their job before the doctoral procedure is completed, they may still be ap-
pointed to the examination committee as an internal examiner for ongoing doctoral procedures.

In justified cases, the doctoral affairs committee may appoint replacement supervisors of their
own accord or upon a justified request from the people involved, in particular in cases in which a
supervisor is no longer able to continue with the supervision.
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Section 11 Supervision of the doctoral thesis

M The applicant must submit the confirmation from the supervisors in the form of the doctoral
agreement signed by the supervisors and the doctoral candidate when applying for admission as
a doctoral candidate. 2The supervisory relationship begins with and is dependent upon the candi-
date’s acceptance as a doctoral candidate pursuant to Section 8.

2) The supervision entails regular academic advice, acceptance of outlines or interim reports, meet-
ings to report on progress made by the doctoral candidate, and support for the doctoral candi-
date. Details must be stipulated in the doctoral agreement. 2The supervisors must ensure that the
doctoral candidate also takes an active role in teaching. 3The doctoral agreement must stipulate
specific details of the type and scope of teaching units to be prepared and taught by the doctoral
candidate under the supervision of the supervisor. *A total of 15 to 30 teaching units (LVS) must
be taught each semester (1-2 semester hours per week (SWS)). These are a compulsory part of
the qualification programme.

Part 2: Application for admission to doctoral procedure

Section 12 Submission of doctoral thesis

©) !Candidates must submit a request in textform for the initiation of the doctoral procedure to the
Doctoral Centre. 2This application may only be submitted by doctoral candidates entered in the list
of doctoral candidates. 3The application must include:

1. the title of the doctoral thesis;
2. an electronic version (pdf file) of the doctoral thesis pursuant to Section 9 (1) to (3);

3. asummary of the doctoral thesis, usually one page in length, together with an English transla-
tion of the title and the summary if the doctoral thesis is written in German;

4. adeclaration on the part of the doctoral candidate pursuant to Appendix 3;
5. inthe case of a cumulative doctoral thesis, an additional declaration pursuant to Appendix 4;
6. alist of pre-publications pursuant to Section 9 (6);

7. confirmation of successful participation in the qualification programme issued by the Doc-
toral Centre;

8. aCVlisting in particular details of the doctoral candidate’s education to date;
9. acurrent and valid certificate of conduct.

Section 13 Initiation of the doctoral procedure

M The Doctoral Centre checks whether the application meets the requirements stipulated in Section
12.
(2) The application for admission to a doctoral procedure may only be rejected if

1. therequirements for admission stipulated in Section 5 are not met or

2. the documents providing proof required pursuant to Section 12 are incomplete or incorrect or
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3. the Doctoral Centre does not have the rights required to award doctorates and is not entitled
to conduct the doctoral procedure.

2If there are grounds for rejecting the application, the Doctoral Centre must inform the doctoral
candidate immediately in textform, stating the reasons for the decision to reject the application.
3The letter of rejection must include information on the legal remedies available. 4It is possible to
resubmit an application if the first application is rejected.

(3) 1If the application meets the provisions stipulated in Section 12, the requirements for admission
pursuant to Section 6 are met and the Doctoral Centre is confirmed to have the applicable rights
for awarding doctorates in the subject area, the chair of the doctoral affairs committee will com-
mence proceedings pursuant to Sections 14 et seqq. as soon as possible. 2They will take steps to
ensure that the oral examination is held within six months, as a rule.

Part 3: Examination of doctoral thesis
Section 14 Examination committee

M The doctoral affairs committee appoints an examination committee consisting of a chair, a first
examiner, a second examiner and also a third examiner, although the decision to appoint a third
examiner can be taken at a later stage of the procedure fir the oral examination. 2If the first and
second assessors have published jointly with the doctoral candidate in the three years prior to the
opening of the doctoral examination procedure, a third assessor who has not published jointly
with the doctoral candidate must be consulted for the assessment of the dissertation. *The third
reviewer may be appointed as examiner for the oral examination The chair and the first examiner
must be professors, members of the Doctoral Centre and meet the requirements set forth in Sec-
tion 13 (2) of the implementation regulation for the Bavarian Higher Education Innovation Act
(BayHIG). *The other examiners may be any person who meets the requirements stipulated in
Section 10 (2). As a rule, supervisors ought to be appointed as examiners insofar as that is per-
mitted and the doctoral candidate or the supervisor do not raise any alternative suggestions. *Su-
pervisors may not be appointed the chair of the committee.

(2) First examiners must be able to prove that they have acted as a supervisor and referee in at least
one successfully completed collaborative or independent doctoral procedure.

(3) Appointment as an examiner is deemed to entail the granting of permission to set and assess
examinations for this doctoral procedure.

Section 15 Assessment of doctoral thesis

©) The director of the relevant Doctoral Centre forwards the doctoral application with all documents
to the chair of the examinations committee. 2The chair forwards the doctoral thesis to the exam-
iners for assessment pursuant to Section 9 (3).

(2) The first examiner, the second examiner and if applicable the third examiner assess the doctoral
thesis by submitting their own independent assessment reports including an evaluation of the
thesis, taking Section 2 (1) into account. 2The assessment reports must be submitted to the chair.
The chair ensures that this happens within an appropriate time scale (generally not longer than
three months).

(3) Once the first assessment report has been submitted to the examinations committee, the request
for admission to the doctoral procedure can no longer be withdrawn.
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(4)

6)

!An overall grade for the doctoral thesis is determined once all assessment reports have been
submitted. 2The grade must be determined using a scale pursuant to Section 21 (3). 3The overall
grade is based on the arithmetic average of the individual grades awarded by the different exam-
iners. 4If calculating the average results in a fraction, values of up to and including 0.5 will be allo-
cated the better grade, and any values below 0.5 the lower grade. >An overall grade of 3 or better
is required in order to be admitted to the oral doctoral examination.

LIf the overall grade is poorer than 3, the doctoral procedure will be considered failed and the doc-
toral procedure is thereby ended. 2The examinations committee decides on whether the doctoral
thesis can be submitted once again in a revised form or whether it must be re-written; this deci-
sion must be unanimous. 3Section 20 (2) sentence 2 and Section 23 (1) will apply accordingly.

When assessing the academic standard of the doctoral thesis, the Doctoral Centre (examiners)
may use plagiarism checker software.

Section 16 Involvement of all professors at the Doctoral Center

Section

(1)

IAll professors of the Doctoral Centre are referred to collectively as the professorial council. 2If all
examiners give the doctoral thesis a grade of 3 or better pursuant to Section 21 (3), the chair of
the examinations committee ensures that the doctoral thesis is made available for comment to
the entire professorial council in digital form together with the assessment reports.

17  Acceptance of doctoral thesis

The doctoral thesis is accepted if no objection is raised by the professorial council within a pe-
riod to be determined by the chair of the doctoral affairs committee lasting no longer than two
weeks. 2If objections are raised, a justification in textform for the objection must be submitted
within two weeks. 3If justified objections are raised, the doctoral affairs committee takes the final
decision as to whether or not to accept the doctoral thesis.

*If the doctoral thesis is rejected, the doctoral procedure is failed and the doctoral procedure is
thereby ended. *Section 20 (2) sentence 2 and Section 23 (1) will apply accordingly.

Part 4: Oral examination

Section 18 Invitation to the oral examination

(1)

(2)

Once the doctoral thesis is accepted pursuant to Section 17 (1), the chair of the examinations
committee convenes and chairs the oral doctoral examination (Disputation).

The chair invites the doctoral candidate and the examinations committee as well as the other
members of the Doctoral Center, giving at least one month’s notice. ?Data protection require-
ments must be observed.

The oral examination is usually open to all members of the university. 2With the consent of the
head of the Doctoral Centre and the doctoral candidate, the examinations committee may ex-
clude the public from attending the oral examination, possibly also only for parts of the examina-
tion; they shall announce this accordingly.

In consultation with the doctoral candidate, the examinations committee may arrange for the
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Section

(1)

oral examination to be held as a video conference or attended via a video link by one or more of
the parties involved. 2Software approved by Coburg University of Applied Sciences must be used.
3In this case, the invitation to attend the meeting is sent out electronically by forwarding the link.

19 Oral examination (Disputation) and its assessment

!Doctoral candidates must be assessed individually. A record must be kept of the examination.
2The examination consists of an oral presentation of the doctoral candidate’s doctoral thesis last-
ing between 20 and 30 minutes followed by questioning by the examinations committee lasting
60 minutes. 3Taking the doctoral thesis as the basis, the examination should cover the wider sub-
ject area to which the doctoral thesis relates.

As a rule, the oral examination is held in the same language as the doctoral thesis is written in.

The oral examination is conducted by the examinations committee. 2The chairperson can allow
questions from other people present who are authorised to set examinations. 3Grades are only
submitted by the examiners. *The chair will ensure that all examiners receive a fair share of the
examination time.

The oral examination is assessed on the basis of the grades stipulated in Section 21 (3). 2Each
member of the examinations committee assigns a grade. 3The overall grade of the oral examina-
tion consists of the arithmetic mean of the individual grades assigned by the members of the ex-
aminations committee. 4If calculating the average results in a fraction, values of up to 0.5 will be
allocated the better grade. >The oral examination will be considered passed if the overall grade is
3 or better. ®The public is excluded from discussions concerning the grade of the oral examina-
tion.

LIf the oral examination is given a grade poorer than 3 or if the doctoral candidate fails to attend
for reasons for which they are responsible, the oral examination will be considered failed. Section
20 (2) sentence (2) applies in this case.

Part 6: Completion of examination

Section

M

20 Examination results

After the oral examination is finished, the members of the examinations committee decide
whether the examination has been passed and whether the doctoral candidate can be awarded a
doctorate. 2The members of the examinations committee prescribe any changes that the doc-
toral candidate must make to the doctoral thesis if applicable. 3These required amendments
must be mentioned on the examination report and a suitable deadline set for their completion
(maximum three months). *The deadline can be extended upon application. °The chair is respon-
sible for checking that the requirements have been met. ®The chair grants their approval before
the thesis is published. 7A record must be kept of the oral examination and any required amend-
ments.

After the examination, the chair of the examinations committee informs the doctoral candidate
of the assessment of the oral examination, the doctoral thesis and the decided grade behind
closed doors. ?If the doctoral candidate passes, they receive a notification in textform that they
have passed the examination, stating the result and date of the examination as well as any dead-
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lines by which any required amendments have to be completed and for publication. 3If the exami-
nation is failed, the doctoral candidate receives a notification in textfom that also gives infor-
mation on possibilities for resitting the examination.

(3) Doctoral candidates can inspect examination documents within one year of completion of the
doctoral procedure.

Section 21 Assessment of doctorate

M The date on which the doctoral candidate passes the oral examination will be the date stated on
the doctoral certificate.

(2) The doctoral candidate must achieve a grade of 3 or better in both the doctoral thesis and the
oral examination.

(3) The overall grade consists of the grade for the doctoral thesis and the grade for the oral exami-
nation, with the grade for the doctoral thesis being weighted with 2/3 and the grade for the oral
examination with 1/3. 2If calculating the average results in a fraction, values of up to 0.5 will be
allocated the better grade. 3The doctoral examination will be considered passed if the overall
grade is 3 or better. The following grades are awarded:

summa cum laude =0 ="ausgezeichnet” = gnoutstanding achievement
(excellent)

magna cum laude =1 ="sehrgut” (very = acommendable achievement
good)

cum laude =2 ="gut”(good) = an above-average achievement

Rite =3 ="genugend” (satis- = an achievement that fulfils average re-
factory) quirements

Insufficienter =4 =insufficient =

an achievement that suffers from con-
siderable deficiencies; overall no longer
usable performance

Section 22 Keeping documentation concerning the examination and doctoral thesis

M After the successful completion of the doctoral procedure, the examination documents are kept
in the central archive at Coburg University.

2) If the doctoral procedure has been failed at the final attempt, the doctoral thesis will remain to-
gether with the assessment reports in the files of the Service Center fiir Studienangelegenheiten
der Hochschule Coburg (service centre for study-related matters at Coburg University).

Part 6: Resitting doctoral examinations

Section 23 Resit examinations

M If the doctoral thesis is rejected for the first time at Coburg University pursuant to Section 15 (4)
or Section 17 (2) and the doctorate has therefore failed, the doctoral candidate may submit a new

doctoral thesis or a revised thesis if so agreed by the examinations committee pursuant to Sec-
tion 15 (4) within a period of two years after receiving the rejection notification.
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(2) YIf the doctoral candidate does not submit a new or revised doctoral thesis within the deadline
stated in Subsection 1, the doctoral procedure will be considered to have been failed at the final
attempt. 2In this case, the doctoral candidate will receive official notification in text form. 3The le-
gal periods of protection stipulated in the Maternity Protection Act (MuSchG) must be observed.
4Furthermore, parental leave pursuant to the Federal Parental Allowance and Parental Leave Act
(BEEG) and time spent caring for relatives in need of care pursuant to the Caregiver Leave Act
(PflegeZG) must also be taken into consideration.

(3) !If a new or revised doctoral thesis pursuant to Section 15 (2) is not assessed with the grade of 3
or better or if the work is not accepted pursuant to Section 17 (1), the doctoral procedure is con-
sidered to have been failed at the final attempt. 2In this case, the doctoral candidate receives offi-
cial notification in text form.

(4) Lif all examiners awarded a grade equivalent to a pass for the doctoral thesis submitted to Co-
burg University, but the oral examination was failed, then the doctoral candidate only has to resit
the oral examination. 2Candidates may only resit the examination once, at the earliest after three
months and at the latest within one year of taking and failing the first oral examination. 3If this
deadline passes, the candidate’s claim to recognition of the doctoral thesis expires and the doc-
toral research project will be considered failed at the final attempt. *Admission to a further exami-
nation is only possible in exceptional cases that must be submitted to the chair of the examina-
tions committee in writing; the examinations committee takes the decision with a unanimous
vote.

Part 7: Adjustments to examination arrangements
Section 24  Adjustments to examination arrangements

©) "The doctoral procedure will be adjusted to take into account the nature and extent of a student’s
disability. ?If a doctoral candidate can explain credibly that a long-term or permanent physical dis-
ability or chronic illness means that they are unable to sit all or part of the examination in the pre-
scribed form, this disadvantage can be offset by extending the working time or offering the exam-
ination in another form. A medical certificate must be submitted upon request.

(2) A decision pursuant to Subsection 1 is taken by the doctoral affairs committee in consultation
with the disability liaison officer for students.

Part 8: Publication of the thesis
Section 25 Publication

©) After passing the oral examination, the doctoral candidate must reproduce and distribute the ap-
proved version of the doctoral thesis, making it available to the academic community. The obliga-
tion to publish will not apply to the publications attached to the doctoral thesis as an appendix
pursuant to Section 9 (3) sentence (4), accepted for publication and published either in print or in
electronic journals.

(2) In order to meet their publishing obligations, the doctoral candidate must provide one of the fol-
lowing free of charge to the Doctoral Centre, in addition to the brief summary in German and Eng-
lish:

1. '3 copies if a commercial publisher distributes the doctoral thesis via the book trade as a
monograph or as one title in a series. *The publication must have an ISBN or ISSN number
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and the back of the title page must indicate that it is a doctoral thesis, stating the place the
doctorate was completed. *The same applies to a version published at the same time or ex-
clusively as an open access publication.

2. 3 copies in either book printed or photocopied form if the doctoral thesis is published in an
essentially unabridged form in an academic journal.

3. '3 printed and bound copies, as well as a permanent electronic version of the doctoral thesis
available to the public via the university library at Coburg University, in a file format and on a
data carrier that meet the requirements of the university library of Coburg University; the doc-
toral candidate will transfer to the university library of Coburg University, the German National
Library and the Bavarian State Library the permanent right to publish the electronic version in
data networks without any restriction as to time and to make it available to other databases
and guarantees that the electronic version is identical to the accepted doctoral thesis. ?The
doctoral candidate is obliged to check that the metadata and the online version of their doc-
toral thesis is correct, complete and legible. 3Submitting files that fail to meet the stated re-
quirements concerning data format and data carrier will be considered a failure to publish.
Doctoral candidates must grant Coburg University the right to produce and distribute further
copies of their doctoral thesis.

4. 20 copies in either book printed or photocopied form for distribution.

(3) The submitted copies of the doctoral thesis must include the details pursuant to Appendix 5 for
example as a title page.

(4) The doctoral thesis must be published within one year of the oral examination. *The doctoral af-
fairs committee may extend the deadline for submitting the mandatory copies upon the request
of the doctoral candidate.

(5) If the doctoral candidate fails to submit the obligatory copies within the prescribed deadline

through their own fault, all rights acquired as a result of successfully completing the examination
procedure will expire.

Part 9: Completion of doctorate and doctoral degree certificate

Section 26 Doctoral degree certificate

M As proof of having obtained the doctorate, the doctoral candidate receives a certificate from Co-
burg University pursuant to Appendix 6 provided the doctorate has been passed and the required
copies have been submitted within the deadline pursuant to Section 25.

2) The doctoral candidate is not entitled to use their doctoral title until they have been issued the
certificate pursuant to Subsection 1.
2The doctoral candidate will receive a certificate in German and English with the information stip-
ulated in Appendix 6, bearing the seal of Coburg University and stating the date of the doctorate
pursuant to Section 21 (1). 3The date and nature of the awarding ceremony are determined by the
Doctoral Centre.

©) The supervisors are named on the certificate.

Part 10: Invalidity of doctorate
Section 27 Invalidity of doctoral achievements

1f it is determined before the certificate is awarded that the doctoral candidate’'s admission to the
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doctoral procedure was based on false statements given by the doctoral candidate or that the
doctoral candidate attempted to commit or did commit fraud concerning their achievements, the
head of the Doctoral Centre will declare that these doctoral achievements are invalid and will de-
clare that the doctoral procedure has been failed at the final attempt. 2The doctoral candidate will
receive in textform a notification of this decision. 30nce the period for raising legal objections has
expired, the declaration concerning the invalidity of the doctorate will be announced to the Presi-
dent, who will then inform all German universities accordingly.

Part 11: Revocation of doctorate

Section 28  Revocation of doctorate
The revocation of a doctorate that has already been awarded is governed by the provisions stipu-
lated in Section 107 of the BayHIG. The President informs all German universities that are permit-
ted to award doctoral degrees (wissenschaftliche Hochschule) that the doctorate has been re-
voked.

Part 12: Concluding provisions

Section 29 Legal validity

These doctoral regulations will enter into force on 19 december 2024.

Issued as decided by the senate of Coburg University of Applied Sciences on 13 December 2024 and ap
proved by the President on 19 December 2023.

Coburg, 19 December 2023

Professor Stefan Gast
President

These regulations were established on 19 December 2024 at the Coburg University of Applied Sciences.
The regulations were established and displayed for public inspection on December 19, 2024. The public notifi-
cation date is 19 December 2024.
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Sample doctoral agreement

w HOCHSCHULE for all doctoral candidates at the HS Coburg

COBURG At the same time Annex 2 to the Doctoral Degree Regulations
Doctoral agreement

for all doctoral candidates at Coburg Univer-
sity of Applied Sciences

Preambel

For a Praedoc status:
For the Praedoc status, fill in the document if information is already available; an exposé, work plan and
a second supervision are not yet necessary, for example.

For a doctorate in the Doctoral Center “Analytics4Health”

or in a joint Doctoral Center:

The doctoral procedure is governed by the current doctoral regulations of the doctoral center. Insofar
as the relevant doctoral regulations contain provisions that deviate from this agreement, the former
shall take precedence. This doctoral agreement is based on the recommendations of the German Re-
search Foundation on the supervision agreement (DFG form 1.90 - 8/22, status: 2023-02-07). A doctoral
agreement does not replace the application for admission to doctoral studies. With the admission, the
doctoral candidate is included in the doctoral list and receives the doctoral status at the HS Coburg.
This means that access to university facilities required for the doctorate, such as library licenses and
software and a university ID with e-mail, will be set up.

For a cooperative doctorate or a doctorate in preparation (Praedoc-Status):

On the basis of the doctoral agreement, doctoral status at Coburg University of Applied Sciences is
established and the necessary access to the university's research infrastructure (e.g. laboratories, li-
brary research facilities, qualification programs) is set up. The phrase “the doctoral candidate” also re-
fers to persons with pre-doctoral status (prior to admission to doctoral studies).

For a cooperative doctorate:

If you have already been admitted to a cooperative doctorate at the university, please complete this
doctoral agreement in addition to the university doctoral agreement and cross out anything that does
not apply. Please enclose the university doctoral agreement and the letter of admission.

1. Aim and purpose

“A supervision agreement should make the relationship between doctoral candidates and supervisors
transparent in terms of content and time. The planning and implementation of the doctoral project
should be organized independently through structured cooperation between supervisors and doctoral
candidates in such a way that the project can be completed to a high standard within a reasonable
period of time.” (DFG-Vordruck 1.90 — 8/22, translated with DeepL).

Changes to the working title, for example, are possible during the doctoral period.
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Sample doctoral agreement
HOCHSCHULE for all doctoral candidates at the HS Coburg
COBURG At the same time Annex 2 to the Doctoral Degree Regulations

2. Participants »

Doctoral Candidate:

E-Mail-Adress

Telephone number

Postal address

Birthdate and -place:

Degree qualifying for a doctorate

Where purchased:

Aimed first supervisor:

Name Person (First name, Last name),
Institution (Name):

Aimed second supervisor:
Name Person (First name, Last name),
Institution (Name)

Other parties involved (e.g. Expert Mentor):

*) Doctoral candidates are obliged to provide the data specified in Art. 97 Para. 4 BayHIG. The university will use your data
exclusively for the purpose of the doctoral procedure. Your rights as a data subject within the meaning of the General Data
Protection Regulation can be found in the data protection declaration at https://www.hs-coburg.de/datenschutz.html. The
doctoral data is processed in the BayFis research information system for administrative and statistical purposes.
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Sample doctoral agreement

HOCHSCHULE for all doctoral candidates at the HS Coburg
COBURG At the same time Annex 2 to the Doctoral Degree Regulations

3. Information on the doctorate

Desired form of doctorate

Aspiring academic title

Aspiring Art of Dissertation

Department

Research focus

Verbundkolleg aimed as BayWiss?

Type of financing

Admission, i.e. official admission/registra-
tion at the university for ongoing doctoral
studies or at the inter-university doctoral
center (NiSys)

4. Brief description of the topic of the doctoral project

Specify the planned topic. Changes to the topic should be recorded in a modification of the doc-

toral agreement and updated in the research information system (BayFis).
Working title:

Brief description , attachment possible
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Sample doctoral agreement
HOCHSCHULE for all doctoral candidates at the HS Coburg
COBURG At the same time Annex 2 to the Doctoral Degree Regulations

5. Time and work plan for the dissertation

The planned duration of the doctoral project is month from

Subsequent deviations from the original work plan and schedule are agreed between the doctoral can-
didate and the supervisors and recorded in writing in supplements to the doctoral agreement and up-
dated in BayFis.

The timetable should divide the doctoral phase into sections and contain interim goals agreed upon by
the doctoral candidate and the supervisor. In addition, this plan may also include a possible research
stay abroad, participation in conferences or the intended publication of journal articles; in the case of
cumulative dissertations, describe as precisely as possible which types of publications are required.
Possible in tabular form;

attachment possible

6. Tasks and duties of the doctoral candidate

The doctoral candidate shall prepare the dissertation conscientiously and expeditiously. The doctoral
candidate reports to his or her supervisor at least once a on the progress of his or her
research. The progress can be credited to the doctoral center for the qualification program. In addi-
tion, the doctoral candidate is obliged to inform the supervisor immediately of any significant
changes.

Doctoral Center: In addition to these regular reporting obligations, the tasks and duties in the doctoral
center include participation in the qualification program including teaching integration (§ 2 para. 2 and
§ 11 para. 2 PromO), participation in further academic training or events, regular submission of partial
results, for example for the qualification program in the “milestone presentation” module and regular
meetings with the supervisor. Please list the appropriate items under 8.
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Sample doctoral agreement
HOCHSCHULE for all doctoral candidates at the HS Coburg
COBURG At the same time Annex 2 to the Doctoral Degree Regulations

7. Tasks and duties of the Supervision

Doctoral candidates are supervised individually and through the following events:

The supervisor must evaluate the interim results submitted by the doctoral candidate and inform the
doctoral candidate accordingly. The doctoral candidate's advisor should maintain the independence of
the doctoral candidate's work. In addition, the supervisor should point out the principles of good scien-
tific practice to the doctoral candidate.

The tasks and duties may also include, for example, recommendations on the formulation and limita-
tion of the topic and problem, regular professional advice, support for early academic independence,
enabling participation in the qualification programme including support for teaching integration, ena-
bling career advancement/mentoring programme, quality assurance through regular progress reviews,
advice on publication opportunities and participation in academic events, support in obtaining third-
party funding or external research funding.

Note: The obligation to supervise until the completion of the doctorate is independent of its funding.

Please list suitable items under 8.

8. Implementation Tasks and duties

Praedoc: Please note that you must also attend a counseling session with the Manager Doctoral Af-
fairs in the current year of signing.

Doctoral Center A4H: Please list suitable (specialist) events from the qualification programme of the
Coburg University, the planned teaching integration, supervision formats and other events to be at-
tended during the promotion period.

Cooperative Doctorate: Please list any planned courses from the qualification offer by the Coburg Uni-
versity or your university; attendance of the qualification programme at Coburg University is generally
possible and is facultative.

Events
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Sample doctoral agreement
HOCHSCHULE for all doctoral candidates at the HS Coburg
COBURG At the same time Annex 2 to the Doctoral Degree Regulations

9. Mutual commitment to compliance with the principles of good scientific practice

The doctoral candidate and the supervisors agree to comply with the rules of Coburg University of Ap-
plied Sciences, in particular those of the guten wissenschaftlichen Praxis der Hochschule Coburg. In
particular, the doctoral candidate undertakes to write the thesis independently. The supervisor and the
doctoral candidate undertake to respect each other's copyrights. Upon request, the supervisor should
be able to inspect the doctoral candidate's documents.

10.Regulations in cases of conflict

In the event of conflicts within the supervision tandem, between the supervisor and the doctoral candi-
date, both should attempt to reach an amicable agreement. If an agreement is not possible, the Om-
budsperson for Science or their representative should be called in as a person of trust to settle the dis-
pute.

11.Compatibility of family and doctorate

Coburg University of Applied Sciences is certified as a family-friendly university.

The compatibility of family and academic work/doctorate is particularly supported. Appropriate sup-
port measures are agreed individually. The Family Office and the Office of the Women's Representa-
tive are available as advice centers if required.

12.Ressources

The following research resources of Coburg University of Applied Sciences will be made available, lim-
ited to the purposes of doctoral research - please specify after clarification of capacities and funding:
e.g. use of laboratory X, workstation, library research facilities within the framework permitted by li-
censing law, access to results of certain research projects::

The standard locking authorization covers the main entrance doors. Others must be applied for via
your supervisor.

For ongoing procedures: You can retain your locking authorizations, please make a note in the field
above.

The doctoral candidate undertakes to (as far as relevant)

e to follow the instructions of the laboratory management, insofar as these are necessary to
maintain operations

e assume responsibility for occupational health and safety for their research activities at the
university

e treatinventory and equipment with care

e to observe the house rules of the Coburg University of Applied Sciences

619


https://www.hs-coburg.de/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Regeln_guter_wissenschaftlicher_Praxis_Hochschule_Coburg_2020.pdf

Sample doctoral agreement
HOCHSCHULE for all doctoral candidates at the HS Coburg
COBURG At the same time Annex 2 to the Doctoral Degree Regulations

13.Maintaining confidentiality / data protection responsibility

The doctoral candidate undertakes to treat any knowledge, documents, tasks and business transac-
tions of Coburg University that become known in connection with the research work at Coburg Univer-
sity as confidential and not to pass them on to third parties.
The confidentiality obligations do not apply if and insofar as the information in question

e is generally known or

e the doctoral candidate already has or

e become generally known through no fault of the doctoral candidate or have been or will be

lawfully obtained from a third party.

The doctoral candidate is informed that Coburg University of Applied Sciences has no responsibility
under data protection law with regard to the independent scientific research work of the doctoral can-
didate.

14. Amendment to the doctoral agreement
It is possible to amend or change the doctoral agreement by mutual agreement.

15.Demolition

The supervisory relationship can be terminated at any time by mutual agreement. If the doctoral candi-
date is prevented from continuing work on the doctoral thesis for a longer period of time for an important
reason, the supervisory relationship can be temporarily suspended in agreement with the supervisor. If
the doctoral procedure is not pursued further, the. supervisor should be informed immediately.

Either part of the supervision tandem may terminate the supervision relationship for good cause. Good
cause may result from a serious breach of this doctoral agreement. Termination for good cause
should be preceded by a personal meeting.

Any suspension or termination should be reported to the Manager of Doctoral Affairs.

Unterschriften*:

Doctoral Candidate Supervsion at Coburg University by

Place, Date Place, Date

Doctoral Center: Further Supervosion by

Place, Date

* Doctoral Center A4H:
Please sign the application together with your two supervisors.

Praedoc and Cooperative Doctorate:

A signature from a professor at HSCO is sufficient as a confirmation of supervision.
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Sample doctoral agreement
HOCHSCHULE for all doctoral candidates at the HS Coburg
COBURG At the same time Annex 2 to the Doctoral Degree Regulations

Declaration of consent

| hereby declare that | agree

that the Coburg University of Applied Sciences
(Friedrich-Streib-Stralle 2, 96450 Coburg)

my following data

Name

Working title of Dissertation

Description of Doctoral project

Images

Time period

Research Focus, e.g. HRK(Hochschulrektorenkonferenz)

O 0O oO0O-do o

for the following purpose(s) (collects, processes, stores, uses)
o Display in the university's public research database
o Public relations (e.g. press relations, event management) of the university (e.g.
homepage, social media)
My above-mentioned data will not be passed on/transmitted.

| am aware that the collection, processing and use of my above-mentioned data takes place
on a voluntary basis and that | can refuse my consent without any negative consequences
for me or revoke it at any time with effect for the future. The legality of the processing of my
data from the time | gave my consent until | withdraw it is not affected by this.

| will address my declaration of revocation to:

Hochschule fiir angewandte Wissenschaften Coburg
Friedrich-Streib-Stral3e 2, 96450 Coburg.

In the event of revocation, my data stored on the basis of this declaration of consent will be
deleted at the Coburg University of Applied Sciences immediately after receipt of my declara-
tion of revocation.

| have taken note of my rights as a data subject in accordance with the General Data Protection Regu-
lation (GDPR).

(Place, Date) (Signature)
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Sample doctoral agreement

w HOCHSCHULE for all doctoral candidates at the HS Coburg

COBURG At the same time Annex 2 to the Doctoral Degree Regulations
Information on your rights as a data subject

in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation

(GDPR, in German: Datenschutzgrundverordnung (DSGVO0)):

- If your personal data is processed, you have the right to obtain information about the
personal data stored about you (Art. 15 DSGVO).

- If incorrect personal data is processed, you have the right to rectification (Art. 16
DSGVO).

- If the legal requirements are met, you can request the deletion or restriction of the
processing and object to the processing (Art. 17,18 und 21 DSGVO).

- If you have consented to the data processing or a contract for data processing exists
and the data processing is carried out using automated procedures, you may have a
right to data portability (Art. 20 DSGVO).

- The data protection officer of Coburg University of Applied Sciences can be con-
tacted at the e-mail address: datenschutz@hs-coburg.de

If you make use of your above-mentioned rights, the public authority will check whether the
legal requirements are met.

Furthermore, there is a right of appeal to the supervisory authority responsible for the con-
troller - for Coburg University of Applied Sciences this is the Bavarian State Commissioner for
Data Protection (Bayerische Landesbeauftragte fiir den Datenschutz), Postfach 221219,
80502 Miinchen, E-Mail: poststelle@datenschutz-bayern.de.
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HOCHSCHULE
COBURG Anlage 3 zur Promotionsordnung

Eidesstattliche Erklarung
Promotionszentrum Analytics4Health

Eidesstattliche Erklarung

Hiermit erklare ich an Eides statt, dass ich die vorliegende

“

Dissertation mit dem Titel ,,

eigenstandig und bei einer Zusammenarbeit mit anderen Wissenschaftlern gemaf der
beigefligten Erklarung der Eigenleistung nach § 12 Abs. 1 Satz 3 Nr. 4 der
Promotionsordnung des Promotionszentrums ,Analytics4Health", verfasst und keine
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